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TAGS: PFOR MARR IC NATO 

SUBJECT: IDE RETENTION ISSUE: AGUSTSSON COMMENTS FURTHER ON 
DATE OF NEXT NEGOTIATING SESSION 

REE: REYKJAVIK 0149 

1 . WHEN ASKED BY PRESS ON JANUARY 22 WHEN HE THOUGHT ALTHING 
WOULD BE ASKED TO TAKE ACTION ON BASE AGREEMENT, FONMIN 
AGUSTSSON REPLIED, "THE NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES COULD 
STILL TAKE SOME TIME SO IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO TELL WHEN THE MATTER 
MIGHT COME BEFORE THE ALTHING." 

2. ON JANUARY 23 HE WAS ASKED ABOUT STATEMENT ALLEGED TO HAVE 
BREN MADE BY AN AMERICAN SPOKESMAN IN BRUSSELS THAT NEGOTIATIONS 
WOULD RESUME IN WASHINGTON ON FEBRUARY 1 1. HE REPLIED, "THAT 

IS NOT TRUE. NO DECISION HAS YET BEEN MADE AS TO WHEN OR WHERE 
THE NEXT NEGOTIATING SESSION WILL BE HELD." 

3. COMMENT: CABINET MEETING IS SCHEDULED THIS WEEK TO MAKE 
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SESSION. DECISION WILL BE MADE KNOWN TO US JAN 25. 
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